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NITED STATES IN THE PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 




Applic. No. 
Applicant 
Filed 
Art Unit 
Examiner 

Docket No. 
Customer No. 



10/715,071 

Alexander Busch et al. 
November 17. 2003 
to be assigned 
to be assigned 
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LETTER 



Hon. Commissioner for Patents 



Sir: 



Enclosed please find a copy of the English translation of the International Preliminary 
Examination Report for the above-identified application. Please enter it into the file. 




Date: February 17. 2004 

Lerner and Greenberg, P.A. 
Post Office Box 2480 
Hollywood, FL 33022-2480 
Tel: (954) 925-1100 
Fax: (954) 925-1101 
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From the INTERNATIONAL 8UREAU 



NUn740 002 
PCT>EP02/05217 



2 i' J.^p. 2^:^^^ 
... PCI 

I M NpTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL 

OF COPIES OF TRANSLATION 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Rule 72.2) 



Oate of maifmg (day/month/veaf) 
20 January 2004 (20.01.04) 



Applicant's or agent^s file reference 
OOPOOl 6P.6/38'~</;r7 



International application No. 
PCT/EP02/05217 



AppMcam 



To: 



WALKENHORST, Andreas ^ 
Tergau & Pohl 

Mogeldorfer Haubit$lra.s$9"5^^^ *} , ')\'\ 
90482 Niirnberg i^j;^ i i 'i •« v t i 
Germany 

C i4 ., ] 
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IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



tntemationat filing date {day/month/year) 
13 May 2002(13.05.02) 



FRAMATOME ANP GMBH et al 



1. Transmittal of the translation to the applicant. 

The iniernaiional Bureau transmits herewith a copy of the English translation made by the 
International Bureau of the international preliminary examination report established by the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority. 

2. Transmittal of the copy of the translation to the elected Offices. 

The International Bureau notifies the applicant that copies of that translation have been 
transmitted to the following elected Offices requiring such translation: 

CA,CNJP,KP,KR,US 



The following elected Offices, having waived the requirement for such a transmittal at this time 
wfll receive copies of that translation from the International Bureau only upon their request: 

MNMW.MX.M2,NO.N2,OM,PH.PL,PT,RO,RU,SD,SE,SG.SlSK,SLT^ 
VN,YU,2A,2M,2W.OA 



3. Reminder regarding translation into (one of) the official language(s) of the elected Ofrice(s). 

The applicant is reminded that, where a translation of the international application must be 
furnished to an elected Office, that translation must contain a translation of any annexes to the 
international preliminary examination report. 

Itis the applicants responsibility to prepare and furnish such uanslation directly to each elected 
Office concerned (Rule 74. 1). See Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide for further details. 



The International Bureau of WlPO 
34. chQinjn dos Cotombatres 
1211 Geneva 20. Switrertand 



Facsimile rvjo. (41-22)338.89.75 



Authorized officer 

A. ZOLTANSKI (Fax : 338 89 75) 
Teiaohone No. (41 *22) 33d 8608 



Fornn PCT/IB/338 (July 1966) 



6060418 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Appli corn's or agent's file reference 
00P0016P-6/26 


FOR FURTHER ACTION ^^^^^^^^'^^^f'*^"^'T*»'a"smiHflloflntCrnaiional Preliminary 

Examinoilon Rcport(Form PCT/1PEa/4)6) 


Intcmaiional application No. 

PCT/EP2002/OOS2I7 


Imcrnauonal filing dnie (day/monih/year) 
13 May 2002(13.05.2002) 


Pfioriiy date (cfay/month/year) 

17 May 2001 (17.05.2001) 


imernacionol Patcni Oassificatjon (JPCj or oationpi classillcAiion and JPC 
OO IB 7/06 


Applicant 


FRAMATOME ANP GMBH 





This Inicrnaciunal preliminary examinotio-i rcpon has been prepared by this Intcrnacionol Preliminary examining Authority 
and )s UTjn^miued to the applicant according to Anicle 36. ^^uinuniy 



2. This REPORT consisis of o total of 



. sheets, including ihls cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e.. sheets of the description, claimii aod/o. drawinfi* which have been 

"/c "^'"^ ^lin^'l^ ^""^ ^'J'' ""'^^^^^ ^^^^^^ containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Admini scroti ve Instructions under the PCT). 



Tlicse annexes consist of o total of 



. sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-esipblishmenc of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 



1 


123 


11 


□ 


III 


□ 


IV 


□ 


V 




VI 


□ 


Vlf 


□ 


VlII 


□ 



Date of submission of the demand 


Date of completion of this report 


21 November 2002 (21.1 1.2002) 


02 September 2003 (02.09.2003) 


Name and mailing address of ilie (PEA/EP 


Authorized ofTicer 


racsimiic No. 


Telephone No. 


Fonn PCT/TPE A/409 (cover sheet) (July 1 998) ' 
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1 1. Basis of the reporr 



IntcmationaJ application No. 

PCT/EP2002/005217 



I 1. With regotd to the elements of the international ftpplicaiion;* 
I I ihc iiucrnaiional appJicaiion as originally filed 
Che dc5cri;ption! 



pages 


1-13 


, as originally filed 






, filed with the demand 


pages 


, filed with the lener of 




the daiiTis: 






pages 




. as oricrinAtlv flli^H 


pages 


, as amended ftoaeiher with anv sLat^rnf^nt tinHftp to 


pages 




, filed vvith the demand 


pages 1-8 


^. filed u/ith rhft l^»n^r^f^ 


18 July 2003(18.07.2003) 


^ the drawings: 






pages 


1/3-3/3 


, ns originally filed 


pages 




, filed with the demand 


pftges 


„ , , . filed with the letter of 




n the sequence listing part ofche description: 






pages 






pages 




- as oripinflnvf;ir»H 
filed with thft At^mat^A 


pages 


. filled wi'th the letter of 





Thwe elemcms were avaibble ov fwrnisheO lo ihis Authority in ihe following longuagc which is: 

LJ ihe iMguage of a translation furnished for die purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
LJ the languftge of publication of the imemiuionHl application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

Tr SSJ)."*^' iranslation lurnishecl for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 

p i^i.l.^StxliTa^io^S^^^^^^^^^^ 'He international application. U,c international 

contained in the internationat application In written form. 
LJ rued together with the international application in computer readable form. 
LJ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
LJ ruinished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

IlLo?!s^'^r* r""^ subsequently furnished wnticn sequence listing docs not go beyond the disclosure in the 
^ 'nternational application as filed has been furnished. ■ ^^"^ 

b^eeVfSed^ '''''''''' ^"^'^'^ ^'^"^ '''' ^'^^^^^^ «'^^ing has 

I 4. Q The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
[ ] the description pages 

□ the claims, Nos- 

□ the drawings, sheets/fig _^ 



D JI'yonTthe^'iSltTur^^^^^^^ '2 V aroendmcms bad not been made, since they have been considered to go 

Dcyona ine oisciosurc as lilcd. as indicated m the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

Zcl7o.lT a*-" annexed lo thu npor, since they do no, contain amendmem (Rule 70.16 

\'*Any replacemeni sheet comoMng u.ch amcndhmu, mvs, be referred lo under Hen, J and annexed to this report. 



Forml>CT/fPE.V409 (Do.x I) (July 1998) 
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IrKemaiionoi cipplicariun No. 
PCT/EP 02/05217 



V. Reasoned sroteincat under Article 35(2) with roenrd to novelty, 
citations and cxplanncions supporting such siflccmcnt 


inventive step or industrinl npplicnbilicy; 




1. Stawment 








Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-8 


Y£S 




Ciaio^s 




NO 


Inventive sicp(IS) 


Claims 


1-8 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


IndviStrinl applicability (lA) 


Claims 


1-a 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



Citations and explanaiioos 

1. Reference is made co the following documents 

DI: US-A-5 124 641 
D3 : US-A-4 722 142. 



The present application meets the requirements of 
PCT Article 33(2) since the subject matter of 
independent Claim 1, insofar as it can be 
understood, is novel. 



2.1. Regarding Claim l, Di discloses 



a fuel rod testing unit: comprising a measuring 
device with a probe arm (Figure 4) disposed on a 
supporting body (26) which supports a measuring head 
(13, 14. 16. 20, 20a) having a probe tip (20) 
disposed on a probe housing (28), said measuring 
head being located on a free, laterally deflectable 
end (28) and a layer thickness measuring probe (13) 
being integrated into the probe housing. 

Claim 1 differs therefrom in that there is a number 
of such measuring devices, a supporting body common 
to the measuring devices being mounted on a number 

Form PCT/lPEA/409 (BoxV) (J;munr>- 1994) " 
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of guide rollers that can be displaced along a fuel 
rod. 

2.2. Claim 1 is therefore novel. 

2.3. The dependent claims are therefore likewise novel. 

3. The present application meets the requirements of 
PCT Article 33(3) since the subject matter of 
independent Claim! is inventive. 

3.1. The problem to be solved can be seen as that of 
producing a more effective and efficient fuel rod 
testing unit. 

This problem is solved by the additional 
aforementioned features in Claim 1, that is to say a 
number of measuring devices, wherein a supporting 
body common to the measuring devices is mounted on a 
number of guide rollers that can be displaced along 
a fuel rod. The problem is solved in an inventive 
manner since the features are not indicated in the 
cited prior art . Although D3 relates to an 
arrangement for testing the coating on the inner 
wall of a metal tube using a number of measuring 
devices on a common supporting body mounted on a 
number of guide rollers, a person skilled in the art 
would not be induced to combine the teaching of that 
document with Dl. 

3.2. Claim 1 is therefore inventive. 

3.3. The dependent claims are therefore likewise 
inventive . 



NUM740 C06 



intemacionnl application No, 
PCT/EP 02/05217 



Form PCT/IPnA/409 (Box V) (.Uinuary 1994) 
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international applicaiion No. 
PCT/EP 02/05217 



All Che claims appear to be industrially applicable 



C;' ■ 
&3 1 i-L. 



Fomi PCT/IPEA/'l09 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



